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Abstract 

An abstract summarizes, usually in one paragraph of between 150–250 

words, the major aspects of a research paper or dissertation in a prescribed 

sequence that includes:  The overall purpose of the study and the research 

problem(s) you investigated.  You are basically justifying why this study 

was conducted.  Do not provide lengthy background information or cite 

other papers here.  Next, provide information regarding the method, 

explaining what was done and how.  Summarize the key findings or trends 

found as a result of your analysis.  Finally, a summary of your conclusions 

and implications of the results, described in the present tense. Explain to 

the reader what the results mean.  For example, what changes should be 

implemented as a result of the findings of the work? 
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